
For this lesson, you will need:

 Pen/pencil

 Colour pencils or highlighters

 Ruler (to underline words)

 Explanation text worksheet

 Technical vocabulary support sheet
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LO: To identify features of an 

explanation text.

 I know the features of an explanation text.

 I can read and pick out features of an explanation 

text.

 I know the difference between instructive text 

and explanation text.
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What is an explanation text?

An explanation text 

is a non-fiction text 

which describes a 

process, for 

example: the water 

cycle or how bees 

make honey.



What are the features of an explanation 
text?
An explanation text has a variety of features. These include:

 An intriguing title.

 Subheadings

 The use of technical terms such as evaporation, degradation if 
writing about the water cycle.

 Action verbs (usually present tense) such as runs, develops and 
becomes

 Cause and effect terms such as because of.., due to.., therefore, 
and as a result

 Images or diagrams to refer to.



Let’s look at this one together.
Victorious Viking Longships

Although they lived almost 1,400 years ago, the Vikings are remembered for their raiding skills. This is largely due to the development 

of long distance transport during the time they lived. Fortunately, the Vikings built fast ships for raiding and war. These ships, as the 

were names, were ‘dragon-ships’ or ‘longships’ mainly because they were vast, but also due to the large ferocious dragon head at the 

front. Viking Longships were the beginning of serious, overseas journeys and the reason we can sail around so easily today.

How did longships help invasions?

There are several reasons why the Vikings became such successful invaders and that is mostly due to the style of the boat. The ships, 

which were perfect for sailing, were long and narrow, this meant they could travel quickly which was important in surprise attacks and 

get-aways. Another interesting fact is that Viking Longships could sail in shallow water, therefore they could travel up rivers as well as 

across the sea. This meant that the Viking warriors could get further in land to catch enemies unaware. During a raid, a ship could be 

hauled up on a beach, the Vikings could jump out and start fighting, and then make a quick getaway if they were chased. 

How did the ship work?

As you can see from the image, a Viking ship had one large square sail made of woven wool and in some 

ships, the mast for the said could be folded down to slow sailing, or for wind-free journeys. When there 

was not enough wind for the sail, the men rowed with long wooden oars. Usefully, this meant they 

weren’t dependent on the wind, therefore the oars were the main source of power. Another important 

thing to remember is that to steer the ship, one man worked a big steering oar at the back end, or 

stern. This meant that the boat could change direction to head towards a destination, or to avoid 

barriers in the water. When sailing using the sail, shields were tied over the oar holes. Not only were the 

shields were very important for protection in battle, but they also offered some protection from enemy 

attacks on the coastline.
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As you can see, I colour coded my highlighting 

so that I can see the features clearly.



Can you identify the features in this explanation text?



Technical 
vocabulary related 
to Vikings to 
support.


